
"The Need for a Redeemer"
1 Kings 12; 2 Kings 17 & 25

Failing to seek God's Will leads to failing to obey God's Will in our lives (1 Kings 12:1-14)
God's Word in 1 Kings 11 tells the sad story of Solomon's departure from obedience to God in his life. 

The result was devastating not only for Solomon but also for God's people. God would take the kingdom from 
Solomon, but God would do this during the reign of his son Rehoboam rather than during Solomon's reign. 
Solomon reacted in rebellion rather than in repentance. Solomon sought to kill the man that God was going to 
make king over Israel in his place, whose name was Jeroboam. This is the backdrop of 1 Kings 12. Rehoboam 
is king in Jerusalem, and all of Israel is coming together to affirm his rule in their kingdom, but their affirmation 
will not come without some concessions from Rehoboam. Just as God had warned them, Solomon's rule had 
been tough. They had been forced to work for the king, and the burdens of supporting Solomon's kingdom 
were heavy. The people wanted some relief. They wanted Rehoboam to lighten their workload, so Rehoboam 
asks for three days to think through his response to their request. This was a smart move. He even gets the 
advice of different people in the kingdom, from his father's advisors to his friends; however, the one thing that 
Rehoboam fails to do is the most important thing: Pray. Rehoboam fails to seek the Lord and His Will in how to 
respond to the people, which leads to Rehoboam's decisions that fail to obey God's Will for His king.
1. God's Word tells us that Solomon was the wisest man that ever lived, yet in 1 Kings 11:1-8 we see that 

later in life he turned from fully following the Lord. Read this passage. Have you ever known someone to 
walk away from the Lord like this in their lives? How can we guard against this happening in our lives?

2. It's hard to believe that in two generations, the faith of Rehoboam can be so different from the faith of his 
grandfather David. This reminds us that it doesn't take long for sin to settle in and destroy. Do you have any 
children or grandchildren who aren't where they need to be with their faith in God? Take time right now to 
share their stories and to pray for each of them by name.

3. Read Proverbs 21:30. Rehoboam sought out wisdom, understanding and counsel, but he didn't seek God. 
These are of no use unless they are in the hands of a heart that's submitted to God. Have you ever failed 
to seek God's Will, resulting in failure to obey God's Will in your life?

No human will can change God's Will in this world (1 Kings 12:15)
Rehoboam acted on his own and was responsible for his actions, but the reality is that God knew 

exactly how he was going to react. God would not have allowed the outcome to have been any different in the 
end. One way or another, God's plan to take the kingdom from Solomon was going to be fulfilled. One way or 
another, God's plan to make Jeroboam king over Israel was going to happen. The powerful reminder of 1 Kings 
12:15 is that God is in control in this world. His plans will be accomplished regardless of how much human will 
attempts to change His plans. Solomon couldn't stop Jeroboam from becoming king, and Rehoboam couldn't 
stop God from punishing the people of Judah. God's Will can't be changed in this world.
1. This brings up the issue of God's sovereignty and man's responsibility. Both are true! God is in complete 

control, and man is completely responsible for his actions. Take time as a group to wrestle with this truth as 
it's seen to be true in this passage. Does anyone have difficulty with this truth? Are there other passages 
that you can look at that help to illustrate God's sovereignty and man's responsibility?

2. Is there anything in your life that you're fighting against God over: Surrender to Him; obedience in baptism 
or membership in a church; surrender to ministry or service? Have a time of silent prayer in your group.



God doesn't protect His people from discipline as a result of their disobedience (2 Kings 17:6, 7, 9, 12, 
14-15, 18, 23; 24:18-20; 25:1-7)

From the division of the kingdom to the fall of the kingdom, God's Word presents one overall theme, 
which is that disobedience will be punished. But God's punishment didn't come without any warnings and 
opportunities for forgiveness. In fact, 1 Kings 12 to 2 Kings 25 represent around 400 years of history among 
the people of God. During this time, the vast majority of the kings of Judah and Israel followed the ways of 
Rehoboam and Jeroboam, doing what was evil in the sight of the Lord. During this time, the divided kingdom 
continued to spiral downward, growing more-and-more resistant to God's call to repentance. During this time, 
God sent one prophet after another to warn His people of the results of their disobedience and to call His 
people to repentance and obedience. For 400 years, God was patient and persistent in His effort to get the 
attention of His people; however, His people would not obey. The fall of Israel and the subsequent fall of Judah 
remind us that the result of disobedience is discipline, even for God's chosen people!
1. In thinking about the history of Israel and Judah, what similarities do you see to our country today?
2. The United States is not God's chosen people in the same way as the Jewish people were, but we are a 

nation that was founded on Christian principles by people who had faith in the God of Scripture. How has 
God been patient with us? How does God continue to call us to repentance and obedience?

3. Based on history and the character of God, what will be the likely result if our country continues to ignore 
the patient and persistent call of God?

4. Now apply all of this to the church, where it matters most. We are God's chosen people with a role like 
Israel of bring God glory and leading others to Him! Are there any similarities in the church today? Pray for 
our churches and for our church, that we would always hear and obey the Word of God.

God's grace always offers the hope of redemption because of God's promises to His people (1 Kings 
11:39)

In 1 Kings 11:39, God makes a hint of what's to come in the future. While God's punishment for the 
disobedience of His people was certain, God's grace was just as certain when He told His people that He 
would "...afflict the offspring of David...but not forever." God's promise to David was that He would establish 
David's throne and kingdom so that it would never end. God's words to Solomon was the punishment against 
the throne of David wouldn't last forever. This means that when the divided Kingdoms fell, God's people -- if 
they knew and trusted God's words -- were not without hope. God's people had God's promises for a future, 
and God's promises were tied to God's plans and not what God's people would do. In other words, God's 
people had a promise and a hope in God's grace to redeem what their sin had destroyed. The end of 2 Kings 
leaves God's people in an important place in redemptive history. God's people needed a Redeemer. God's 
people now had a desire and a hope for that eternal King that God had promised.
1. While we may say, "That's it! I'm done! It's over!" in our lives, God's Word always says, "That's it! It's done! 

But it's not over...." Discuss God's grace in offering the reminder of His promise for the future for His 
people. Has God's grace ever worked this way in your life? Take a minute to share any testimonies in your 
group.

2. What are some of your favorite promises from scripture about God's plans for the future for us. How have 
those promises given you hope in difficult times in your life? Share and then discuss people that you know 
who could benefit from hearing about your experience of God's hope in your life.

3. Ultimately, God's promise was related to someone specific: The King of Israel who would restore the throne 
of David. Who is this King? How has He fixed what sin destroyed in the kingdom of God?


